INTERACTIVITY FOUNDATION
2009 Summer Institute

Activities, Events, Attractions — Things to Do in and Around Madison

This is an alphabetical listing of other activities, events, and things of possible interest in and
around Madison. It is not, by any means, a comprehensive listing, but rather the product of
my own quirky experience, judgment (or lack thereof), interests, and time-restricted efforts.

Please note that although I've included links to various individual websites, you can also find
more general and comprehensive information on Madison and Dane county at any of the
following websites:

e City of Madison Visitors page: http://www.cityofmadison.com/Visitors/

Greater Madison Visitors & Convention Bureau: http://www.visitmadison.com/

University of Wisconsin-Madison home page: http://www.wisc.edu/

UW events calendar: http://www.today.wisc.edu/
UW Memorial Union: http://www.union.wisc.edu/
The Daily Page (Isthmus weekly paper, includes restaurant listings & reviews):

http://www.thedailypage.com/

Also, other than coffee, ice cream/frozen custard, and breweries/brew pubs, I've not
included eateries or restaurants in this listing. Go to the Daily Page (above) for a good listing
and reviews of restaurants.

Activity/Event Description, Date, Time, Location Website/Contact Info
Arboretum 1260 acres bordering lake Wingra. Visitor Center http://uwarboretum.org/
(UW) open weekdays from 9:30 a.m. — 4 p.m. and

weekends from 12:30 to 4 p.m. (excluding holidays).

Arboretum trails and the Visitor Center parking lot
are open year-round from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. From
the website: “Widely recognized as the site of
historic research in ecological restoration, the
Arboretum includes the oldest and most varied
collection of restored ecological communities in the
world, including tallgrass prairies, savannas, several
forest types and wetlands. It also houses flowering
trees, shrubs and a world-famous lilac collection.

Architecture

Wisconsin Capitol Free tours daily. Tours start at
the information desk Monday through Saturday at
9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m. and 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 p.m.;
and Sundays at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 p.m. A 4:00 p.m.
tour is offered weekdays (Monday - Friday),
excluding holidays, during Memorial Day through
Labor Day. The sixth floor museum and observation
deck are open during the summer months.

(608)266-0382

on-line reservation for a tour of
the State Capitol
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Activity/Event

Description, Date, Time, Location

Website/Contact Info

Monona Terrace is open daily from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tours Daily at T p.m. Rooftop Garden Open
Sunday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Friday and
Saturday 8 a.m. — midnight

“Monona Terrace Community and Convention
Center opened in 1997 after nearly 60 years of
debate. It was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in
1938 as a cultural, governmental and recreational
building. While Wright's design was used for the
building's exterior, the interior was redesigned by
Wright apprentice and Taliesin architect Tony
Puttnam to house state-of-the-art exhibition, meeting
and public space.”

WWW. mononaterrace.com/

Taliesin — Wright's home and studio near Spring
Creen (45 minutes west of Madison). Offers 6
different tour packages.

http://www.taliesinpreservation.

org/

Other Wright Buildings in area:

1. Unitarian Meeting House — 900 University Bay
Drive, Madison — within walking distance of the
Friedrick Center (note interior will be closed for
repairs from July 24 — Aug. 6)

2. Usonia One — Jacobs House (1936) — 441
Toepfer, Madison

3. Gilmore House (Airplane House) (1908) — 120 Ely
Place in University Heights, Madison (within walking
distance of Friedrick Center

There are 6 others in Madison. Let me know if you
want a complete listing

www.fusmadison.org/mh/mhfrie
nds.shtml

www.usonial.com/

www.wrightinwisconsin.org/Wis
consinSites/UnitarianMeeting/De

fault.asp

Overture Center — designed by Cesar Pelli, 201 State
Street

www.overtu recenter.com/

Art Museums

Chazen Museum of Art on the UW Campus at 800
University Drive Hours:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday — Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Admission Is Free

www.chazen.wisc.edu/home.ht
m

Madison Museum of Contemporary Art Just opened
in a new building — 227 State Street; Hours:
Tuesday-Wednesday noon - 5 pm
Thursday-Friday noon - 8 pm

Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

Sunday noon -5 pm

Closed Monday

Admission to museum exhibitions is free.

www.mmoca.org/

Overture Galleries - free The gallery hours are
Monday through Thursday 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM,
Friday and Saturday 10:30 AM to 9 PM, and Sunday
noon to 5 PM.

www.overturecenter.com/galleri
es.htm
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Activity/Event Description, Date, Time, Location Website/Contact Info

Baseball Minor league Madison Mallards at Warner Park Tickets $3-$27

www.mallardsbaseball.com/

or by calling (608) 246-4277
Major league: Milwaukee Brewers at Miller Park in | http:/milwaukee.brewers.mlb.c
Milwaukee om/

Bicycling Road - In addition to rides around town and on the http://www.cityofmadison.com/t
county “farm to market” roads, there are also several | rafficEngineering/bicyclingMaps.
good trails in and around Madison: Capitol City, cfm
Military Ridge, Sugar River.

Rentals are available at— http://www.budgetbicyclecenter
1. Budget Bicycle Center — at its 1230 Regent Street | .net/
location (there are 5 locations on Regent Street). Budget Phone: 608-251-8413
Rates check at shop
2. Williamson Bicycle Works at 640 West http://willybikes.com/index.cfm
Washington Ave. Rates $14/day; or $70/week
3. Machinery Row Bicycles at 601 Williamson http://www.machineryrowbicycl
Street. Rates $20/day or $60/week es.com/index.php/
4. Yellow Jersey at 419 State Street. Rates $9.50
half day; $18 overnight; $38 weekend (Friday to http://vellowjersey.org/rentals.ht
close on Monday); and $55 per week. ml
Mountain — Not my area, but | understand there are | www.trails.com/activity.asp?area
good trails at the following area parks: =12000

®  Blue Mound State Park — near Blue Mound

e Cam County Park Trails — near Cambridge

e  (Glacial Drumlin State Trail between London

and Lake Mills
e Covernor Dodge State Park — near
Dodgeville
Books Libraries — UW: There are 35 libraries on campus. www.library.wisc.edu/libraries/

They are open to the public. The largest library is
Memorial Library (across from the Union), you will
need a photo ID to get a visitor’s pass.

Libraries — Madison: In addition to the Central
Public Library (at 201 W. Mifflin, just off the square),
there are 8 branch libraries

www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/
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Activity/Event Description, Date, Time, Location Website/Contact Info
Bookstores In addition to Barnes and Noble and
Borders, there are a few surviving independents as
well:
e University Bookstore — 711 State Street —
across from Memorial Library
e  Paul’s Book Store — 670 State Street —
something of a Madison institution and a
good place for used books
*  Avol’s Bookstore at Canterbury— 315 W.
Corham (used, rare, out of print)
e  Frugal Muse - 7475 Mineral Pt. Rd
e Mimosa Books and Gifts — 260 W. Gilman
e  Room of One’s Own — 307 W. Johnson
Street
e Shakespeare’s Books — 18 N. Carroll (on the
square)
Botanical Allen Centennial Gardens — just about 3 blocks from | www.horticulture.wisc.edu/allen
Gardens the Friedrick Center and on the way to the Union— | centennialgardens/
well worth the walk. Open to the public daily - free
Olbrich Botanical Gardens Indoor and outdoor www.olbrich.org/
gardens, butterfly exhibit. Located on Madison’s east
side. Open daily 8 am to 8 pm. Free; admission to
indoor conservatory is $1
Breweries — Brewpubs: Madison has three www.greatdanepub.com/
Beer e The Great Dane Pub and Brewing Company
3 locations in Madison http://www.aleasylum.com/cms/i
® Ale Asylum — east side; near airport ndex.php?option=com_frontpa
ge&ltemid=1
Micro or Craft Breweries & Tours: www.capital-brewery.com/
e (Capital Brewery in Middleton www.newglarusbrewing.com/
e New Clarus Brewing Company — New www.lakelouie.com/
Clarus www.tyranena.com/
e lLake Louie Brewing — Arena www.graybrewing.com/
e Tyranena Brewing Co. — Lake Mills www.sprecherbrewery.com/
e Gray’s Brewing Co. - Janesville www.lakefrontbrewery.com/
e Sprecher Brewery— Milwaukee
e Lakefront Brewery - Milwaukee
Canoes & You can rent canoes at-- www.union.wisc.edu/outdoorre
Kayaks *  Memorial Union (Lake Mendota) $8 per ntals/index.html
hour; $24 per day
You can rent canoes or kayaks at www.wingraboats.com/
e  Wingra Canoe and Sailing Center —at
Wingra Park, 824 Knickerbocker St. (Lake
Wingra) $10/hour; $20 half day; $30 day www.watertrailadventures.com/
There also numerous canoe rentals available on the Rentals.htm
Wisconsin River (45 minutes northwest) and the
Kickapoo (2 hours west)
Capitol See Architecture, above.
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Activity/Event Description, Date, Time, Location Website/Contact Info
Children’s Madison Children’s Museum 100 State Street www.madisonchildrensmuseum.
Museum Open:Sunday noon-5:00; Monday-Friday 9:00- com/

4:00; Saturday 9:00-5:00; Admission rates: $5 per
person for adults and kids, children under 1 are free,
Free admission the first Sunday of every month!

Cinema — film

Memorial Union — Lakeside Cinema — Free at the
terrace.

Sundance Theatres: at Hilldale Mall (west side),
includes eateries.

http://www.union.wisc.edu/film/
index.html
http://www.sundancecinemas.c
om/index.html

Coffee Shops

Too numerous to list.

Comedy

Atlas Improv. Co. Saturdays at 8 and 10 pm at
Electric Earth Café at 546 W Washington Ave. Show
times are 8 PM & 10 PM, tickets are $6 at the door.
Food and alcohol available.

www.atlasimprov.com/

Dancing

Madison has a lot of different dance options,
including International Folk Dancing, Belly dancing,
Israeli Folk Dancing, Argentine and Latin, Contra,
“West Coast Swing,” and West African Dance. See
the Isthmus Daily page for a complete listing, by
date, time, and type.

www.thedailypage.com/

Farmers’
Markets

Dane County Farmers Market — Saturday 6 am. — 2
pm. on the Capitol Square. From the website:
“You'll find the season's best bounty of vegetables,
flowers, and specialty products from approximately
300 vendors. All of the agriculturally-related items
are produced in Wisconsin. The DCFM is reported to
be the largest producer-only farmers' market in the
country!”

www.dcfm.org/

East Side Farmers’ Market Tuesday 4-7 pm. — 201 E.
Ingersoll

South Madison Farmers’ Market - Tuesday 2-6 pm.at
Madison Labor Temple and Thursday 2-6 pm. at
Villager Mall

608-358-5834

Hilldale Farmers’ Market - Wednesday and Saturday
7 am — 2 pm. at N. Segoe Road Parking Lot

608-238-6353, ext. 8

Northside Farmers’ Market — Sundays 8 am 12:30
pm — Northside TownCenter (f/k/a Sherman Plaza)

Fishing

You can fish in any of the 5 area lakes (Mendota,
Monona, Waubesa, Wingra, and Kegonsa), and there
is trout fishing in Black Creek — west of Madison. A 4
day, non-resident fishing license is $24 and may be
purchased from the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural
Resources. State fishing regulations may also be
found at the DNR website listed to the right.

www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/cs/
nonrestypes.asp

www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/f
hp/fish/regulations/2006/index.h
tml
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Activity/Event

Description, Date, Time, Location

Website/Contact Info

Frozen Custard

Michael’s Frozen Custard — 4 area locations, the
closest being 3541 Monroe Street

Culvers — originated in Sauk City, but has grown into
a large regional franchiser and offers frozen custard
and markedly better fast food than the national
chains. There are 10 Culvers restaurants in the area.

www.ilovemichaels.com/

www.culvers.com/

Geo—Caching If you want to bring your GPS unit or borrow ours, www.geocaching.com/
there are geo-caches all over campus and Dane
County. See website to right for an updated listing.
Geology The University of Wisconsin Geology Museum — www.geology.wisc.edu/~museu
open M-F, 8:30-4:30; and Sat. 9-1 pm m/
Outdoor geology includes the Baraboo Hills, Devils | www.uwgb.edu/DutchS/geolwis
Lake, the Driftless Region, glacial moraines, etc. c/geowisc.htm
Golf Public — Madison has 4 public golf courses: nearest is | www.cityofmadisongolf.com/
the 9 hole Glenway golf course. Monona is also a 9
hole course. Odana Hills is 18 holes, and Yahara
Hills is a 36 hole course. www.uwbadgers.com/facilities/ri
The University also operates an 18 hole golf course dge/index.aspx
on the west side — University Ridge.
Private — Black Hawk Country Club — 18 holes
Maple Bluff Country Club, Cherokee Country Club, | www.golfable.com/golfcourses/c
Bishops Bay Country Club and more ounty/Dane_County_WI
Gymnasium — Guests of the Lowell Center can purchase day passes | http://recsports.wisc.edu/serf.ht

fitness center

for the Southeast Rec Facility (“SERF”) — about 10
blocks away.
e Indoor Track - 3 lanes, 1/10 mile
e 4 multipurpose Gymnasiums
e 10 Racquetball Courts (Courts 1 & 2 are
wheelchair accessible)
e 63 Meter Pool
Weight Room
Cardio Center
Fitness Training Room
Group Fitness Studio
Group Cycle Room

ml

Summer Schedule:
M-TH 6:30 am to 9 pm
Fri 6:30 am to 8 pm
Sat/Sun 9 am to 8 pm

Hiking/walking

In addition to the campus trails (the Howard Temin
Lakeshore Path, just west of the Terrace — extends to
and through Picnic Point), there are numerous other
trails and walks in the Madison area. I'll loan our
copy of Madison Walks, which lists 18
recommended walks in the area. And of course, for
longer hikes, there is always the Military Ridge State
Trail, Capitol City Trail, and Devils Lake. See also
“Parks”, below for other hiking options.
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Activity/Event Description, Date, Time, Location Website/Contact Info
History Wisconsin Historical Society — Library & Archives are | www.wisconsinhistory.org
located on campus across from the Memorial Union
and Library at 816 State Street. Hours are Monday www.wisconsinhistory.org/muse
through Thursday 8:00 AM - 9:00 PM and Friday um/visit.asp
and Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wisconsin Historical Museum on the Capitol square
at 30 N. Carroll St. Open Tuesday through Saturday:
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission Donation: $4 for adults,
$3 for children under 18, and $10 for a family.
Ice cream Babcock Hall Dairy Store — a good walk — down the www.wisc.edu/foodsci/store/

Lakeshore path then south into campus. at 1605
Linden Drive Hours: 7:30 am-5:30 pm M-F and 11
am-4 pm Sat

Memorial Union — inside and on the Terrace; same
Babcock Hall ice cream — just longer lines.

Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream Co. & Ice Cream
Shoppe — several locations, closest is on State Street.

www.chocolateshoppeicecream.
com/

Monona Bait & Ice Cream — Where else can you get
minnows, worms, and Babcock Hall ice cream — plus
a great lake view from the public park across the
street?

Indian, or Effigy,
Mounds

Native Indian tribes constructed between 1500 and
3000 mound groupings in the area. Though many
were destroyed, a large number survive. | have a
map and guidebook showing 20 groupings. See also
the website to right for a complete listing of surviving
mound groupings. (skip down to Dane county).
Within 50 yards of the Friedrick Center are 2
mounds—just to the west in and beyond the trees.

www.wisconsinstories.org/2001s
eason/native/nj journey.html

Inline Skating

You can rent inline skates at Machinery Row Bicycles
at 601 Williamson Street: $10/day; $30/week

http://www.machineryrowbicycl
es.com/index.php/

Libraries

See “Books”, above

Music

Clubs — too numerous to list. See Isthmus daily page
for complete listing by date:

www.thedailypage.com/

Union Terrace — Hot Summer Nights free

http://www.union.wisc.edu/HSN
/index.html

Overture Center — The Decemberists — Wed. Aug 5"
at 7:30

http://www.overturecenter.com/
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Activity/Event Description, Date, Time, Location Website/Contact Info

Parks Madison Parks The City Parks Division maintains www.ci.madison.wi.us/parks/ind
over 250 parks (6,000 acres), 10 beaches, 4 golf ex.htm
courses, 4 off-leash dog exercise areas, and 14
conservation parks
Dane County Parks There are about 31 county parks | www.countyofdane.com/Ilwrd/p
throughout the county, including 1 (Token Creek) arks/
with facilities for disc (Frisbee) golf.
State Parks: State parks in the greater Madison area,
include Governor Nelson on the north shore of Lake | http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks/
Mendota, Lake Kegonsa, Capital Springs (south side), | specific/findapark.html#map
Tower Hill (Spring Green), Devils Lake, Aztalan (Lake
Mills), Blue Mound, New Glarus Woods....

Rock Climbing Devil’s Lake State Park — Reputedly, the “most www.climbingcentral.com/

extensive, best-known climbing area in the Midwest”
about 6 miles south of Baraboo

rock/devilslake/devilslake.
html

www.devilslakewisconsin.c
om/climbing.html

Sailing/

Spectator — Lake Monona Sailing Club — sailboat

www.lakemononasailing.org
or 608 224-0372

windsurfing races on Wednesdays at 6 pm. and Saturday at 2
pm. — best viewing from Monona Terrace rooftop
Rentals: On Lake Mendota: | think, but can’t yet
confirm that you can rent sailboats and windsurf
boards from the Hoofer’s Club at the Union. The www.hoofersailing.org/
Union’s outdoor rentals doesn’t appear to include
sailboats any longer—just the canoes.
On Lake Wingra: Wingra Canoe and Sailing Center
—at Wingra Park, 824 Knickerbocker St. (Lake
Wingra) small sailboats and windsurf boards www.wingraboats.com/rental p
$15/hour; $30 half day rices.htm
Shoppmg State Street — eclectic www.hilldale.com/
Hilldale Mall — somewhat more upscale www.shopeasttowne-
East Towne, Westgate, and West Towne ubiquitous | mall.com/shop/easttowne.nsf
suburban shopping www.shopwesttowne-
Greenway Station — newer, more upscale, further out | mall.com/shop/westtowne.nsf
— in Middleton www.greenwayshopping.com/
Soccer There are usually “pick-up” games on the soccer
fields a half mile to the west of the Friedrick Center
(north of the hospital complex)
Swimming The SERF and the Natatorium — see http://recsports.wisc.edu/serf/po

Gymnasium/Fitness Center above.

ol.html

Goodman Swimming Pool — After years of
controversy, Madison finally has a public pool
(opening June 12™). Hours for open swim:
Monday-Friday, 12:30p.m.-4:45p.m.
Monday-Friday, 6:00p.m.-8:00p.m.
Saturday, 12:30p.m.-8:00p.m.

Sunday, 12:30p.m.-6:00p.m.

Cost for day passes for non-residents - $3.50

www.cityofmadison.com/parks/
POOL/hoursFees. HTML
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Website/Contact Info

Swimming
(continued)

The Lakes - The City of Madison Parks Division has
13 beaches, 10 of which have lifeguard services. The
Public Health Department monitors the daily
condition of the beaches. Please be sure to check
their website for daily closings and conditions
reports.

www.cityofmadison.com/parks/
beaches.html

Dells Water Parks — Like the Dells themselves, this is
a whole other topic. See website to right for more
info.

http://wisdells.com/WisconsinDe
llsWaterparks/index.cfm

Theatre

American Players Theatre — Spring Green

www.playinthewoods.com/

608-588-2361

Tennis & Squash

Outdoor - There are outdoor tennis courts at the
SERF, at West High; at Vilas Park.

Indoor — Nielsen Center (a short walk to the west—
on campus) has 12 indoor courts, 6 outdoor courts,
and 6 squash courts. Schedule M-F 6:15 am.-8:45
pm; closed on weekends. There are fees; | think $6
for indoor and $3 for outdoor courts — check with
Adolf on details (he plays here regularly)

www.recsports.wisc.edu/facilitie
s/nielsen/nielsen.htm

Volleyball

Sand Courts — at James Madison, at the Nat; other
sites around town

[ndoor — usually 1 of the Nat's 4 gyms is set up for
volleyball and there are pick-up games most
afternoons

Water skiing

Mad City Ski Team Free waterski show on Sundays at
6 pm in Lake Monona, off Law Park, east of Monona
Terrace

608 663-8326
http://mad-city.waterski.org/

Whimsy (other)

House on the Rock — near Spring Green — about an
hour west of Madison. Open daily 9 am to 7 pm.
Three different tours; each $11.50 for adults or
$26.50 for all three tours.

www.houseontherock.com/

International Crane Foundation in Baraboo, about
an hour north of Madison. Open daily 9 am to 5
pm. Guided tours at 10 am; 1 pm and 3 pm.
Recorded tours also available. Adult admission
$8.50

www.savingcranes.org/

Winery Wollersheim Winery — about 25 minutes northwest www.wollersheim.com/
of Madison. Open daily from 10 am to 5 pm. 1
hour tours, every hour beginning at 10:15 am.
$3.50 for adults
Yoga There are over 20 yoga studios in town Do a Google search
Z00s Madison — Henry Vilas Zoo — Open daily 9:30 to 5 www.vilaszoo.org/

pm. Free

Milwaukee — Milwaukee County Zoo — M-F 9 to 5
pm.; Sat/Sun 9 to 6 pm. Admission: Adult: $10.75
Junior (3 to 12): $9.25

www.milwaukeezoo.org/
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